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dew-drops of their pure lives; and the conception is wrought out into Levitical detail, of a composite ' Supreme Being,' t composed of his own adorers' and ever growing as the historic ages pass. An organised priesthood, a breviary of services and f&es, a calendar of the thirteen months in the readjusted year, each bearing the name of some towering personality in the past, a list of retrograde wrong-doers reserved for public cursing on an appointed day of malediction, are all provided for and indicated with the exactness of an Ephemeris \ Sentiment and imagination, once promoted to the supreme place and secure of deference from the intellect, are not soon stopped in the fascinating process of inventing a religion and aspiring to the prize which the c Catholic unity3 has lost; and so further steps are taken. In the next year, the faithful are surrounded by a group of * guardian angels,5 and instructed in the observance of the cnine sacraments;' at three of which Comte himself, in 1850, officiated in his capacity of 'Priest of Humanity2.7 At the close of that year he was deeply engaged with * The General Theory of Religion,' which opens the second volume of his Politique Positive / and his thoughts were carried by it so far beyond the limits of any ' general' treatment that, to preserve them while they were fresh and present them while they were clear, he suspended his main work and produced, by way of Excursus^ the Cat/chisme Positwisie^ intended as a complete and permanent Manual of the new faith and cultus5. Several additions and modifications are introduced to perfect the scheme; but the change which strikes the reader most is in the more embittered antithesis between the 'servants of humanity* and the ' slaves of God4,' in the more intense aversion to revolutionary restlessness and anarchy, and obvious leaning towards absolute government, and the more confident spirit of European propa-gandism. The growing ascendency in Comte of mystical sentiment
1 Discours, 326-346.               2 Pol. Pos. I. Pref. 18, 19.
3 Ibid. II. Pref. ix.; Catechisme Pref. xv, xvi.           * Cat. Pref. i.